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Sent from my iPnone 

On May 17, 2017, at 1:1:42 AM, Grether, Heidi {DEQ} <GretherH @michigan.gov> wrote: 

htto:l/www.wbav,com/contentlnew~/Marinette-Menomi·nee-city:eouncils-tQ-get­

aoswers-qn-Bacl<-40-mi&~422643654,html 

Who from DEQ is attending? Do we know what our talking points are on this? 

C. Heidi Grether 
Director 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
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From: 
To; 
Subject: 
Date: 

Maki. Joe CDEQ) 
Cqlug:io. iina roa)y 
FW: Back 40 Mine 
Tuesday, June.06, 2017 2::10:52 ?M 

-~------------------------------------------------------------

From: Fitch, Hal (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 201712:01 PM 

To: Maki, Joe (DEQ) <MAKIJ3@michigan.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Back 40 Mine 

Joe-

Anyone besides you going to this meeting for DEQ? I assume you will just be talking about the._ 
permit review process and describing the proposed mine? 

Hal 

Sent from mv iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Grether, Heidi (DEQ)" <GretherH@michig;m.gov> 

Date: May 17, 2017 at 11:42:07 AM EDT 
To: "Epkey, Amy (DEQ}11 <eokm@michigan.gov>, "Pallone, Maggie (DEQ)" 

<PaltoneM®michigan.gQv>, "Frtch, Hal (DEQ)" <FIT£:;HH®michigan.gov>, ''Brown, · 

Melanie (DEQ)" <BrownM45 @lmichigan.gov> 

Cc: "Thelen, Mary s·eth (DEQ}" <THE!.ENM2@michigan.gov>, ''West, Samantha {DEQ}" 
<Weg$4@michigan.gov>, "McClellan, Michael (DEQ)" 
<MCCLE[! AI)!M1 @tnichlgao gQv> 

Subject: Back 40 Mine 

htto:l/www.w!Jav.com/coritent/news/Marinettt;:;Menominee-ci~-co~ndls-to-get­

answers-on-Back-40-mioe-422643654 html 

Who from DEQ is attending? Do we know what our talking points are on this? 

C. Heidi Grether 
Director 
Michigan Department .of Environmental Quality 

\ 
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---·-·------··-----·----·------· 
From: Fitch, Hal {DEQ) 

Sent: Wednesday, May-17, 2017 1:52:04 PM 

To: Grether, Heidi (DEQ) 

Cc Epkey, Amy {DEQ); Pallone, Maggie (DEQ); Brown, Melanie {DEQ); Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ); 
West, Samantha (DEQ}; McClellan, Michael·(DEQ); Maki, Joe (DEQ); Henderson, Rick {DEQ} 
Subject! RE: Back40 Mine 

Here is some additional background on this: 

Nancy Douglas, representing the Menominee Business Development Corporation: 
invited Joe Maki to the joint city council meeting to give an update on the permit 
status and the proposed mine. She advised Joe that it would be an open meeting 
but was for the purpose of providing information to the city councils and would not be 
publicized with respect to his presentation. rt now appears that someone-possibly 
one of the city council members-is turning this into a larger forum. 

While Joe did not anticipate this tum of events, I am confident he will give a good 
account of the DEQ role. Joe plans to discuss the application review process. the 
mining application review team, the opportunities we provided for public input, the 
basis for the final pennit dedsion, and the protections provided by the statute, rules, 
and permit conditions. 

Please let me know if you have any concerns. 

Hal Fitch, Division Director 
Oil, Gas, and Minerals DiVision 
Department of Environmental Quality 
517-284-6823 

From: Fitch, Hal {DEQ} 
Sent: Wednesday, May 17., 2017 12:09 PM 

To: Grether, Heidi {DEQ} <GretherH@michigan gQv> 

Cc: Epkey, Amy {DEQ} <epkeya@mlchigan.gov>; Pallone, Maggie {DEQ) <Ps:;JioneM@michigan.gov>; 

Brown, Melanie (DEQ} <BrgwnM45@mit;higan.gov>;Thelen:,. Mary Beth (DEQ} 
<THELENM2@mkhigan,goV>; West, Samantha (DEQ) <WestS4@michigan.gov>; McClellan, Michael 

(DEQ} <MCCLELLANM1i'1ilmic:higan.gov> . 

Subject: Re: Back 40 Mine 

Joe Maki will be presenting on our permit application review process. This is at the request of the 

two city councils. 

Hal 



frnm: 
To: 
Subjed:: 
Date: 

Maki. 3oe (PliQ) 

Coluccio, Tina {DEQ) 
FW: Sad< 40 Mine 
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:10:34 PM 

From: Fitch, Hal (DEQ) 

Sent Wednesdayr May 17, 2017 1:52 PM 

To: Grether, Heidi (DEQ) <Greth~rH@michigan.gov> 
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Cc: Epkey, Amy (DEQ) <epkeya@michigan.gov>; Pallone, Maggie (DEQ) <PalloneM@michigan.gov>; 
Brown, Melanie {DEQ} <BrownM45@michigan.goV>; Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ) 

<THELENM2@michigan.goV>; West, Samantha (DEQ} <WestS4@michigan.goV>; McClellan, Michael 

(DEQ) <MCCLELLANMl@michigan.gov>; Maki, Joe (DEQ) <MAKU3@mlchigan.gov>; Henderson, Rick 
(DEQ.) <HENDERSONR2@michigan.gov> 

Subject: RE: Back 40 Mine 

Here is some additional background on this: 

Nancy Douglas, representing the Menominee Business Development Corporation, 
invited Joe M;;3ki to the joint city council meeting to give an update on the permit 
status and the proposed mine. She advised Joe that it would be an open meeting 
but was for the purpose of providing information to the city .councils and would not be 
publicized with respect to his presentation. It now appears that someone-possibly 
one of the city council members--is turning this into a larger forum. 

While Joe did not anticipate this tum of events, I am confident he wm give a good 
account of the DEQ role. Joe plans to discuss the application review process, the 
mining application review team, the opportunities we provided for public input, the 
basis for the final permit decision, and the protections provided by the statute, rules, 
and permit conditions. 

Please let me know if you have any concerns. 

Hal Fitch, Division Director 
OH, Gas, and Minerals Division 
Department or Environmental Quality 
517-284-6823 

From: Fitch, Hal (DEQ) 

Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 201712:09 PM 
To: Grether, Heidi (DEQ) <Grethe·rH@mi~higan.gov> 
Cc: Epkey, Amy (DEQ) <epkeva@roic;hl!i!:;an.gQv>; Parlone, Maggie {DEQ) <PalloneM@micbig;:m.goV>; 
Brown, Melanie (DEQ.) <BrowoM45rWmichigan.gov>;The!en, Mary Beth (DEQ) 

<THEt.ENM2@rtlir.btg;:m,gov>; West, Samantha (DEQ} <West$4@mlc;hi~sn,goV>; McOellan, Michael 
{DEQ) <MCCLEllANMl@ michigan.gov> 



From: 
To: 
Subje.cf:: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Mal<i, .JAA (DEQ) 
C>!loo::io. Tina CDEQ) 
FVV:N~perArtide 
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:09:27 PM 
SKM C554e17QS]fl1249Q.pdf 

From: Nancy Douglas [mailto:ndouglas2@liew.rr.comJ 
Sent Thursday, May 18, 2017 5:16 PM 
To: Mak1, Joe.(DEQ) <MAKU3@michigan.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Newspaper Art1de 

EPA-RS-2017-011805_0000192 

Joe, attached is the newspaper interview given by Menominee Mayor Jean Stegeman. Sl;le was not 
part of the planning and has mischaracterized what the meeting was 1o be. (she has a ceremonial 
position not pd. no adm. duties). l had no Idea she would do this.. Most of my council members were 
also surprised and not happy SDe put them in this PoSition. they are not anti. min!3. and also don'tfeel 
they should take a position. If this has caused a problem, _please let me know and also how you want it 
handled locally_ Thanks for all your help and consideration. Nancy 

-·-Original Message- · · 
From: Susan Johnson 
To: nQQ!Jgl2~2@new.rr.com 
Sent Thursday, May 18. 201712:45 PM 
SubJect Newspaper Article 

Nancy: 

The article is attached. 

Susan 



From: 
To: 
Subject 
Date; 

r>~aki. Joe <o~n 
Coluccio. Tina fDEQ) 
FW: Newspaper Artide 
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:08:52 PM 

From: Nancv Douglas [mailto:ndouglas2@new.rr~com] 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 1:02 PM 
To: Mal<ir.Joe (DEQ} <MAKIJ3@michigan.goV> 
Subject: Re: Newspaper Article 

EPA-RS-2017-011805_0000192 

thanks, Joe. because of open meeting act requirements in Marinette. we have only until Monday to post 
f have informed both our City manager and the full time paid Mayor in Marinette that this is under review 
and we will wart to hear from you before we do anything. Nancy 

-Original Message-
From;; MaKL Jos;r{DEQJ 
To: Nancy Douglas 
Sent Friday. May-19, 201711:31 AM 
Subject: Re: Newspaper ArtiCle 

Thanks Nancy,. I'm waiting for direction from LANSING 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 18, 2017, at 5:16PM, Nancy Douglas <ndouglas2@new.rr.com> wrote: 

Joe, attached is the ney\~Spaper interview given by Menominee Mayor Jean Stegeman. 
She was not part of the planning and has mischaracterized what the meeting was to be. 
(she has a ceremonial position not pd. no adm. duties). I had no idea she would do 
this. Most of my council members were also surprised and ·not happy she put them in this 
position, they are not anti mine, and also don't feel they should. take a position. If 
this has caused a problem, please let me know and also how you wanfH: handled 
locally. Thanks for all your help and consideration~ Nancy 

.-Original Message­
From: Susan Johnson 
To: ndougfas2@new.rr.com 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 201712:45 PM 
Subject Newspaper Article 

Nancy: 
The artide is attached. 
Susan 

<SKM ..:_ C554e17051812490.pdf> 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Ml!>k!, .lge (OEQ1 

Coluccio, 1irra fDEQ) 
FW: SaCk 40 M"me 
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:08:24 PM 

From: Fitch, Hal (DEQ) 

Sent: Friday, May 19,2017 2:32PM 
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To: Grether, Heidi {DEQ) <GretherH@michigan.gov>; Epkey, Amy (DEQ) <epkeya@michigan.gov>; 
Pallone, Maggie {DEQ} <PalloneM@michigan.gov>; Reichel, Robert (AG) <ReicheiB@michigan.gov>; 
Prins, Andrew (AG) <PrinsA@michigan.gov> 

Cc: Brown, Melanie (DEQ) <BrownM45@michigan.gov>; Thelen, Mary Beth (OEQ} 
<THELENM2@michigan.gov>; West Samantha· (DEQ) <West54@michigan.gov>; Mcdellan, Michael 
(OEQ) <MCClEltANM1@michigan.gov>; Maki. Joe (DEQ} <MAKJJ3@michigan.gov>; Henderson, Rick 
{DEQ} <HENDERSONR2@michigan.gov> 

Subject! Re: Back 40 Mine 

l want to relate some recent devefopments regarding the upcoming joint city council meeting on 
the Back Forty mine. 

The intent of the meeting as originally expressed was to provide information to the Menominee and 
Marinette dty councils on the proposed mine and the DEQ permits. It now appears that the 
meeting may be transformed irito a protest rally against the mine and the DEQ permit decisions_ 
We have been told that Menominee Mayor Jean Stgggman is openly opposed to the mine and has 
encouraged others to protest the permit(s); and that members of the Menominee Indian Tribe of 
Wisconsin (Mnw) will b~ participating in the meeting. The MITW is opposed to the mine and is a 
party in the ongoing contested case proceeding on the mining permit; we assume Tribe members 
wm be protesting.at the meeting. 

We are concerned about Joe being drawn into a poltticized debate, and that his participation wiH not 
be productive forthe DEQ. We have already held a public meeting and a subsequent public hearing 
on the mining permit, and have considered all comments received. 

1 recommend that we decline to participate in the meeting, on the basis that the intent has changed 
and that we are in the midst of a contested case proceeding; and one of parties to the case is 
expected to be-represented at the council meeting. Joe Maki has discussed this with Nancy Douglas 
of the Menominee Business Development Corporation, who originally invited him to speak, and she 
is understanding and supportive of our position. 

The meeting·is scheduled for riext Wednesday, May. 24, so we need to advise the city councils as 
soon as possible. I am directing Joe to cancel his participation by COB Monday, May 22, unless 
advised otherwise. 

Hal Fitch 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

MaJ<i, :J® COEQ) 

Coluccio. Tina (DfQ) 
FW: pty of Menominee Meeting 
Tuesday, June 06,2017 2:07:53 PM 

From: Tony Graff [mailto:tgraff@cityofmenominee.net] 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 4:12 PM 
To: Maki, Joe (DEQ) <MAKU3@michigan.gov> 
Subject: City of Menominee Meeting 

Joe: 

EPA-RS-2017-011805_0000192 

If you can give me a call for a follow up regarding the City of Menominee meeting which is 
tentatively scheduled for May 24th. 

There is a change in the agenda. Mayor Stegeman has invited AI Gedricks to give a presentation. If this is a problem let me know I would hope the DEQ will allow you to still attend and give your 
presentation. Since this is a public meeting there will be time for public comment at the end but not a debate or Q & A session with the public. 

Let me know if you need further information, please contact me. 

Tony Graff, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 
City of Menominee 

251110th Street 

Menominee, MI 49858 
906-863-2656 office 
906-863-1747 direct 
906-290-0082 cell 
tgraff@citvofmenominee.net 


